
 

 
 

RTRP Summer 2019 Visit to Europe 
France, Spain, Poland 

 
France 
 
North Carolina and France have a strong bi-lateral relationship in trade and FDI investment as 
seen below: 
 

• French companies are the 3rd largest international employer in the United States and 5th 
in North Carolina.  

• North Carolina companies export $1.5 billion annually to France.  

• With the daily direct flight from RDU to Paris on Delta Airlines, the nonstop access to 
our region is very attractive to French companies.  

 
Because of this existing relationship in addition to the growth of their tech, life sciences, and 
cleantech clusters, we found numerous opportunities to pursue. We leveraged our partnership  
with Marie-Claire Ribeill, the French honorary consul for NC, and the executive director of the 
French American Chamber of Commerce of the Carolinas (FACC). Marie-Claire also pulled in two 
additional assets from the FACC, Malika Verdier and Thomas Prieur who were both extremely 
helpful. We also hired intern, James Xu, from the French business school, SKEMA, located on NC 
State’s Centennial Campus. 
 
In preparation for our visit to France, James helped translate a portion of the RTRP website to 
French and created brochures to distribute in France, which were very well received! 
 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/marie-claire-ribeill-0213b61b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/malikaverdier/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/thomas-prieur-🇫🇷-🇺🇸-a268b489/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/james-xu-756aa7b4/
https://www.researchtriangle.org/the-triangle-region-french/
https://www.researchtriangle.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/RTRP_Regional_Profile_France_French_Web.pdf


 
 
Paris Highlights 
 

• Participated as EDPNC’s guest one day for the Paris Air Show. Marie-Claire assisted us 
with introductions to multiple French companies looking to do business in the U.S.   

• Visited Paris & Co, incubator Le Cargo. Paris & Co is an economic development agency 
who has been involved with the incubation of more than 400 companies a year. We met 
with Jonathan Sinivassane who offered us the opportunity to come back in October and 
do a presentation on the region for companies at Le Cargo. 

• Co-Hosted a reception with EDPNC and NC Department of Commerce in Paris. The 
reception included the site-selection consultants George Tobjy and Rick Hill from KPMG, 
Stephen Alley who is the senior economic commercial officer for Western and Southern 
Europe from the US Embassy, representatives from France’s largest Biotech Cluster, 
Genopole, Dassault Systems, Airbus, Cellectis and numerous other small French 
companies looking for opportunities in the U.S. As a result of the reception, Genopole 
will be visiting the region in November and plans to bring at least two companies with 
them. 

• Joint meeting with EDPNC and a French DNA editing company looking to expand to the 
U.S. This company has just hired a head of Global Development in the U.S., and will be 
making a decision on their U.S. location by the end of September. 

 

https://www.parisandco.com/
http://www.lecargo.paris/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jonathan-sinivassane-6664b145/
https://www.researchtriangle.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/RTRP-Thank-you.pdf
https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/contacts/t/george-tobjy.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-hill-30a46813/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephen-alley-47142613/
https://www.genopole.fr/France-s-leading-biotech-and-biotherapy-cluster.html#.XSdKii2ZOcY
https://www.researchtriangle.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/227-Letter-to-Mr-Ryan-COMBS_Research-Triangle-Regional-Partnership_15-07-2019.pdf


 
 
 
 
Lyon Highlights 
Lyon is very much like the Triangle, with a city population of around 600,000 and a regional 
population of 2.5 million. In addition, Lyon has: 

• The second highest concentration of MedTech and biotech companies in France. 

• Three major universities. 

• Six clinical research centers. 

• Nine world-class R&D facilities. Lyon also has 40 public and private healthcare 
institutions and 32,000 hospital beds. 

 
After researching Lyon and working with the FACC, I quickly realized the significant 
opportunities that exist in Lyon. Below are some of the highlights of my visit to Lyon. 
 
 

• Dinner with Natacha Lalande, Executive Director of European American Chamber of 
Commerce,  Morane Rey-Huet, French Foreign Trade Advisor and Serial Entrepreneur, 
Eric Wallenbrock, American Lawyer, Julie Berliet of the start-up hub H7, which has a 
large focus on gaming and tech. (H7 was just started two months ago and already has 
fifty start-ups. H7 is the largest start-up hub in Lyon.) As a result of the dinner, I was 
invited back to speak at a conference in Lyon the following week.  

• Meeting with Simon Guidan, head of International Affairs at LyonBiopole, France’s #1 
bio cluster. LyonBiopole has 226 members, 800 small, medium-size enterprises, and 
their member companies employ 150,000 people. (The highest concentration of 
companies is the following: Oncology (38%) Infectious Diseases (20%) and Neurological 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/natachalalande/
https://eacc-ra.com/
https://eacc-ra.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/moranerh/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ericwallenbrock/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juberliet/
https://h-7.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gudin-simon-61138a7/
https://lyonbiopole.com/en/


Diseases (16.5%)). LyonBiopole currently has a MOU with Philadelphia, but is open to 
new partnership opportunities.  

• Visited Biomérieux and met with the site director, Emmanuel Brun, VP of Global Quality 
Systems,  Benjamin Smith, and VP of corporate communications, Suzanne Jones. 
Biomérieux’s global headquarters is just outside of Lyon and is the largest employer in 
the region. Biomèrieux has a major facility in Durham, employing over 1000.   

• Meeting/presentation with Aderly-OnlyLyon, CCI Lyon Métropole, Auvergne Rhône-
Alpes , Les Conseillers Du Commerce Extérieur De La France and 4 start-up’s from Lyon 
looking at the U.S. Market.  

• Invited to speak at a conference hosted by Les Conseillers Du Commerce Extérieur De La 
France and Auvergne Rhône-Alpes. The conference was attended by over 100 regional 
companies to learn how to do business in the United States and Canada. The RTRP was 
the only economic development group from the United States at the conference. 
 

 
 

 
Nice Highlights 
Like Lyon, I was pleasantly surprised by all of the opportunities that exist in the Côte D’Azur 
region of France.  Just as the triangle region is overlooked, Nice is a hidden gem. There are one 
million residents in the Côte D’Azur and five million in the region that includes Nice and 
Marseille. Some of the other statistics of this region are below: 

• The Côte D’Azur is the second biggest life science hub with 263 life science companies, 
30 research labs and over 100 research units. 

• Nice is also the home to Sophia Antipolis, the first science park in Europe with over 2300 
companies, 4500 researchers, 5500 students, and 38,000 employees. The Côte D’Azur 
also has a high concentration of cleantech companies. 

 

https://www.biomerieux.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/mynetwork/invite-sent/emmanuel-brun-a5256013/?isSendInvite=true
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benjaminsmith1313/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/suzannerjones/
https://www.aderly.com/?ModPagespeed=off&nocache=1
https://www.lyon-metropole.cci.fr/
https://www.auvergnerhonealpes-entreprises.fr/
https://www.auvergnerhonealpes-entreprises.fr/
https://www.cnccef.org/en/home/
https://www.cnccef.org/en/home/
https://www.cnccef.org/en/home/
http://www.investincotedazur.com/en/sophia-antipolis/


While we only spent one day in the Côte D’Azur, our stay was full of quality meetings that could 
lead to significant opportunities. Some of the highlights included: 

• Hosted by Cyril Dary of Team Côte D’Azur, the regional group similar to RTRP. Cyril 
visited the triangle region several years ago and is still optimistic about building 
opportunities between our regions.  

• Meeting with Nice Éco-Vallée, a joint venture between government and the private 
sector, which is being developed as a new sustainable community that will house new 
technology companies. This could be a great opportunity for our cleantech companies. 

• Meeting with CréÀCannes, an accelerator and co-working space for start-ups. 
CréaCannes is part of Cannes University. This group is concentrating on the following 
clusters: Agritech, Digital Communication and the Silver Economy. The staff of 
CréÀCannes is very interested in visiting our region and finding partnership 
opportunities in AgTech.  

• Meeting with François Clergeot at Sophia Antipolis. François gave us an overview of the 
park and extended us an invitation to return and meet with companies in the park. He 
also would like to explore some type of official partnership opportunity with our region.   

• Visit to SKEMA where we met with their director Philippe Chereau. SKEMA is a French 
international business school with a location on NC State’s Centennial Campus. SKEMA 
can be extremely helpful with marketing the triangle in France and Philippe offered to 
help us with future meetings specifically with SKEMA graduates who have companies in 
France.  
 

 
 
Catalonia Region (Barcelona) Highlights  
There is no other way to describe the Catalonia region of Spain other than “thriving.” 
Traditional industrial activity accounts for 21% of the Catalan GDP, with the main industries 
being food, chemicals, motor vehicles, energy, and pharma. However, just like North Carolina, 
Catalonia has strategically invested and diversified their economy. Below are some of the great 
statistics about Catalonia: 

• Catalonia is now one of the top five life science hubs in Europe.  

• Catalonia is now home to over 1,000 life science companies, 40 research centers, 18 
university hospitals, 14 science and technology parks, and 12 universities.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/cyril-dary-8089158/
http://www.investincotedazur.com/en/
http://www.ecovallee-cotedazur.com/
http://www.cannes.com/fr/economie/creacannes-la-cite-des-entreprises.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/françois-clergeot-10786412/
https://www.skema.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philippechereau/


• Catalonia is third in European Research Council grant funding, trailing only Sweden and 
Belgium. 

• A new life science company is currently being created every week in Barcelona. 

• International investment has increased ten times in the last ten years. In 2017, 
Barcelona was ranked fourth in Europe for investments in start-ups.  

• In 2016, Barcelona was ranked the number two smart city in the world, trailing only 
Singapore.  

 
To prepare for my visit to Barcelona, I met twice over the last year in Washington, D.C. with 
Catalonia Trade and Invest. We strategized on the most effective organizations that could 
possibly assist us with FDI. Just like France, we also translated the website into Spanish and 
printed off a Spanish brochure for our meetings in Spain.  
All of the following meetings were a great opportunity to highlight what the triangle region has 
to offer.  
 

• Catalonia Trade and Invest organized a lunch with four Catalan companies interested in 
locating in the U.S. (AEV Iberica, Ventura Precision Components, Dribia, Submer 
Technologies)  

• Meeting with Barcelona Tech City, an association of over 800 digital and tech companies 
whose mission is to consolidate and stimulate the emerging tech sector of Barcelona.  

• Visit to Pier01, a tech start-up hub that houses over 100 companies. We had a great 
discussion about potential partnerships between Pier01 and triangle-based hubs.  

• Meeting with ACCIÓ_STARTUP CATALONIA, which works with more than 1,300 start-ups 
in 40 different industries. 

• Visited and met with leadership from PCB, one of the top biomedical and 
pharmaceutical research centers in Europe. PCB is a public-private partnership between 
the Catalan government, the University of Barcelona, and over 100 companies and 
organizations. PCB is home to 2,700 researchers, entrepreneurs, and business leaders all 
in the life sciences.  

• Met with Biocat, the life science cluster of Catalonia, created by the regional 
government and designed to boost science and technology-driven innovation to grow 
the economy. Biocat also provides training and talent development to members of the 
cluster, as well as rising capital for cluster members.  

• Visit to Barcelona Biomedical Research Park, a biomedical research hub that houses 
1,400 researchers from 45 different countries. This center has an annual R&D budget of 
approximately 100 M€ per year and cutting-edge scientific equipment.  

 

https://www.juniperresearch.com/press/press-releases/singapore-named-global-smart-city-2016
http://catalonia.com/
https://www.researchtriangle.org/the-triangle-region-spanish/
https://www.researchtriangle.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/RTRP_Regional_Profile_Spain_Spanish_Web.pdf
https://www.aeviberica.com/
http://www.bventura.com/en/
http://www.dribia.com/home/en
https://submer.com/
https://submer.com/
https://barcelonatechcity.com/en/
https://barcelonatechcity.com/en/campus/pier01/
http://startupshub.catalonia.com/
http://www.pcb.ub.edu/portal/en/home
https://www.biocat.cat/en
http://www.prbb.org/


 
 

Follow Up: Barcelona Trade and Invest will be visiting with a delegation in September of 2019. 
 
Poland Highlights 
In the summer of 2018, I met Pawel Brezicki of Polish Investment and Trade at Select USA in 
D.C. Pawel was born in Poland, but moved to Cary when he was six after his dad got a job with 
SAS. Pawel has been an incredible advocate for the Triangle Region, and in the spring of 2019, 
he assisted in organizing a delegation visit of six Polish companies to the triangle. During the 
visit we discussed the potential Poland has to offer and began to organize a follow-up visit to 
Warsaw. Below are a few impressive statistics about Poland: 

• Population of 38.5 million. 

• Fastest growing EU economy in post-crisis Europe. 

• Only European Country to avoid the 2008 recession; their economy grew by 25% 
between 2008 and 2015. 

• Eighth largest economy in the EU. 

• Exports have increased by 150% in the last 10 years (Germany, China, Russia are top 
three). 

• Main Foreign Direct Investors in 2016 were: The Netherlands, Germany, Luxemburg and 
France. 

• One of the biggest advantages for Poland is the cost of Labor.  

• 254,000 software developers in Poland. 
 

https://www.paih.gov.pl/about_us
https://www.paih.gov.pl/poland_in_figures/foreign_direct_investment
https://www.paih.gov.pl/poland_in_figures/labour_market
https://infoshare.pl/news/one,66,246,1,central-eastern-europe-developer-landscape-2017-a-report-by-stack-overflow.html


 
 
Below are the highlights of the visit to Warsaw: 

• Visited and met with U.S. Commercial Service lead, Charles Ranado, who in turn 
introduced us to MCX Group. 

• Met with MCX Group (Tech and Energy Company). 

• Follow up meeting with Asseco, the largest tech company in Poland, who visited the 
triangle back in March. They are very close to making a decision to locate in the U.S.  

• Meeting with CFO of Synerise, an AI software company that is growing incredibly fast in 
Poland. (Microsoft CEO discussing Synerise) 

• Met with Dynamic Biogas, which produces energy from hog waste, and is looking to 
open a facility in the U.S.  

• Met with Tony Hush, Chairman, and the Managing Director, Dorothy Dabrowski, of the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Poland. 

• Visited Immersion, a VR software development company looking to expand to the U.S. 

• Attended the U.S. Embassy 4th of July reception, and was introduced to the Polish 
Minister of Investment and Economic Development. As a result of the introduction, I 
facilitated a meeting between Minister Kwieciński and U.S. Senator Thom Tillis in 
Washington D.C. on July 16. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/charles-ranado-55042375/
http://www.mcx.pl/main-page
https://pl.asseco.com/en/?page=dzien-dziecka-2011
https://synerise.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOkk_YMk7k0
http://dynamicbiogas.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/mynetwork/invite-sent/tony-housh-20a6971/?isSendInvite=true
https://www.linkedin.com/mynetwork/invite-sent/dorota-dabrowska-2198b9/?isSendInvite=true
https://immersion.pl/


 
 
 
Follow Up: MCX Group, Dynamic Biogas, and Immersion all have confirmed visits to the 
Triangle Region in August of 2019. The U.S. Commercial Service has asked us to return next 
spring to speak at their conference.  
 


